SPEECH BY MR. JON BALDVIN HANNIBALSSON, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN

AFFAIRS, AT THE CSCE CONFERENCE ON HUMAN DIMENSION,
COPENHAGEN, 5 JUNE 1990.

Mr. Chelrman, distinqguished delegates.

A long journey begine with a émull step, We have come a
long way since Helsinki, Stockholm, Belgrade, Madrid, Vienna:
Once again these old European cities have made history. Then
raris, London, Boun end now beautiful Copenhagen, when the Danes
are ceiebrating the 141st annivérsary of the adoption of thedlr
constitution. And then we are on our way to Moscow in 199).

And what §s {t all ahout?

Ic {5 al) about people; people 8sS Individuals; people
as nations - {ndependent or subordinated; ethnic minorities,
sometimes suppressed, oven persecuted. 1t is about ouy hopes
for a better world.

For centuries Europe has bsen a bloody battleground.

The latest carnage {s well whithin living memory = leaving
tens of mf{llions of corpses in massgraves all over the
continent. The driving force behind this repcated urge to
self-destruction §8 as fgnoble as human nature allows:
Greed, Envy, Hatred, Fear, Territorial cenquest, religious
fanaticism or ideoloyical mans hysteris.

For the )ast 45 yearc ve have enicyed an vnusvelly leng
stretch of Feece. But for some of us {t was the enforced Pedce
of the Prison Camp. For all of us {t was Frr.ed Ferce, rased on
fear end mutual mistyruet. hnd 2]l the time we were piling up new

and more destructive weepons - threatening each othecr -
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with mutually assuréd mess destruction, correctly initialled as
Yadness. We were -blindly heading for Armageddon, the ultimate
ecological disesster. The Final solutfon to all the problems
humanity has created for spaceship Earth.

Yn the last'tew yesrs we haveat 1ast taken the 11rst
few hesitant Etopsiawey from the brink. It 1s the modest
beginning of & hopefully leng jovrney pack to sanity, reason
and responslpility. That is what it is all adbout.

But these are but the girst small steps. The way
ahead §s vncertain and wrought with dangers. There are still
quite a few warriors of the past watlting jn ampbush on the way.

we should therefore watch our step carefully. This i8
no time for euphoria - not ye¢.

The mental processeées of the past are hard to unlearn,
especially for those who thought they had discovered the Truth
of History. There is a long way to go f{rom hatred to hermonious
co-evistence, based on understanding and trust. For that we need
time - plenty.of time."

gut on this journey from Helsinki to Copenhagen we have
urdeniably made some DIOGIESS. we hazve agreed on the first
measures to halt the Arms Race. We have even started the process
to turn the swords into ploughshares. The Berlin wells have
started tumbling cown. The nations. of Ezstern Lurope, who
cuffered téo dong from under an alien system, that was imposed

vpon them by military force, have been set {(ree.




The transition from totalitsrfanism to liberty is a
tortuous one. Before things start to get better they may cven
get worsol But at least there i{s hope at the end of the tunnel.
The main thing is that in place of prejudice we see people
g:appling with pranat!c solutions instead of confrontation be-
hind fortifications. There is a longing for openess and a’
strifing for co-operation. That {s the most hopeful change that
has occurred,

, So far so good. Since we started on this long journey
we haven’t suffered sny major setbacks. But Tiananmen Square,
cutbursts of ethnic violence in Eastern Europe, whithin the
Soviet Unlon, in Kashmir, South Africa and elsewhere, are there
to remind us, how precarious the situation is. And how easily
the flames of hatred can flare up again.

" e are talking here about the guestion of political) leader-
ship, It so happens that the president of the Soviet Union,
Mr. Gorbachev, 1s acting out the grcatest historical role of
any statesmen of the Post-var era, He has bcen the {nitlator
of change, the ploneer of peaceful Rkeform. Kis refraining f-om
the use of force to halt the Democratic Revolution in EasteIn
Furope ectually made t all pussible.

Fut every step that he takes {rom here orwards j§s wrougnht
with dungcrs. The long delayed economic reform, within the
U.§.5.R. may br!ng socie]l upheaval in {ts wake. The use of |

force Sn repressing legitimate claims to independence of the
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paltic nations cou)d destroy our conf{idence in our unfailing
;ommitment to the universal human values of the rights of nations
to indepéndence and sovereignty.

We cannot pretend that the problem of the Balt}e states can
.bo qléssed over or forgotten, lest we endanger the peaceiprocess.
The s{mple fact is: Human rights and the rights of natlions are
indivisible. Thene universal human values cannot be hanced out
as privileges to be enjoyed by Some of us, but denied to others.

The undisputed hi;torical (act is Lhat the Baltic nations
were independent states, recognized as svch by the international
community. During the wer they suffered the fate of military
occupation and {llegal annexation. The illegality of this act
of war has been reccgnized by the Soviet parliament.

| There can therefore be no colution to this problem that is

compatible with the Helsink!{ - Vienna process, Other than full
recognition of the Baltic nations’ right Lo independence. At the
gzme time the legitimete security interests of the Soviet Union
t{n \he Bzltic 2rea rhouvld be recognized and negotiated. ANy
use of force, be it ecoromic or military, to kecep these rations
$llegally and against thelr w{1l whithin the Sovict Unjon, is in
contradiction to the new CSCE - cpirit and will pnavoidably -put
st risk our f{urther progress towsrds a n2v and steble security
order fo:'furope.

That would bo a misfortune, not only for the Baltic nations
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put for the Soviet Union themselves and the rest of{ Europe as
well. - "

Peaceful negotiations, between ‘the Soviet Government and
the democratically elected Governments of the Baltic States,
is o crucial test of the Soviet Union’s commi tment to the
principles of peaceful reform and fundamental democratic values.
* rhe same principles apply to the question of German unity.
The rights of nations to self-determination mean that the re-
unification of Germany is for the Cerman nation to ceclde, in
free and falr elections. Since ynification will hopefully be
achieved without the creation of a new German state, it is for
the citizens of that state to decide on Germany's place {n the
new EuropeAn'security order. Since the devision of Europ¢ is
hopefully a thing of the past, wc should not be thinking {n terms
of a balance betﬁeen diviced blocks of states. Rather w¢ should
think {n terms of an intograted Europc, whele and free, politi-
celly as well as economically. But the Gezman etate i¢ vnder a
historical and moral obligation not to lesve any deubt whatsover

as to the inviolability of the Polish/German poarder.

Mr. Chalirmen,

lopefully we 2re gradually unlearning the thinkind
processes of the past &nd moving away from their physicel
manifestations: Confrontation betwecn antagonistic blocks of
nations. '

Hopefully we shall in the end succeed in replacing the old

security system, based on blocks, with a new one, pacscd on
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universal acéeptance of human rigﬂts and democratic values.
Mopefully. But we aIe not there yet. And ve should he wALY
of émdracing slmple patant golullons Lo complicated prohlems.
1¢ we should have learnt anything from the terrible mistakes
ét the past,‘it NOGId be not to believe in tre {mmediate coming
of Paradise &0 rarth.

The way to hell is {ndeed paved with good intentions.
Veny a Prophet of paradise on Earth turned out to be 2 derarged
visionary of Fanaticism and Batred,; and jeft behind a scorched
Earth. Let's beware of them.

What wé need is patience and pragmatism = and & lot of
time. Man 1s f;llible and he learns but slowly. And each
generation seems to have to relearn the leseons ot the past -
through its own experience.

vhile we should therefore build on ¢the organizastions that
are already 3in place there can be no question that the over-
coming of the East © vest devide has created ample scope 1ofF
bolstering the CSCE = mechenism tself.

as co-operation replsces confrcontation, coensideration
should te given, for instance, to ncre regulzxz pelitical consult-
ations among all 35 participeting states. In my governrient’s
view, such consultations cehould compliment - put not replace -
the work o(.organizatfons, that through long years of experience
have contributed gignificantly to the cauce of Euxopetn co-oper-

ation, security and ptebility.




Mr. Chadrman,

It was with great pleaSufe that my Government accepted your
g}acetul {nvitation to participate {n this conference on the
Humqn'pimqnsion - {n our old common capital city of Copenhagen.
coming to Copenh#gen for an £ceiander is always a ":endez-véus"
with History.

For centuries my country was a Danish colony. 1t was here
{n the lecture halls of the University, (n the libraries, cafés
and pubs of old Copenhagen, that lcelandic patriots 2nd intell-
ectuals, poets, writers and politicians of the 19¢th century,
started the long journey home, that cltimately brought us the
restoration of the independent jcelandic Repudlic. That was
{n the aftermath of the 1ist World War - et the same time as
the Baltic States regained their freedem. Having wen limited
independence in 1918 1t took us 22 years, and the diclocation ot
a new wéxld war, to clinch the matter. 1 sinccrely hope that the
Baltic nat&oﬁs cen give full meaning to their declaratiens of
{ndependence in & shorter space of tire and without putting at
risx the peace [pIOCESS, that {s gathering momentum, based on
vnqualified acccptance of the vuniversality of human richts
everywhere,

admittedly we need sore t{me {or our dreems to cone Live.

gut let us hope that for once, time {s on our eide.







